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to avert the rupture of our relations, the awful eventuality has at
last come. I do not want to say much on the causes and circum-
stances that have led to this war ; I only wish that the present
struggle may prove but a brief episode in the long annals of our
relations, which I hope will be quickly restored.

You and Mrs. Grew have won numerous friends among my
compatriots by your able and admirable work extending over
nine long years. As you well know, it is not the habit of our people
to forget their friends easily, especially when they are so highly
esteemed as you are, and I assure you that there, are many of us
who tender their deep sympathy to you in your great difficulty.

Perhaps it is unnecessary for me to say that I consider it a great
privilege to have enjoyed your genial and generous friendship.
I look forward keenly to the happy day when we shall once again
co-operate heartily for the advancement of the relations of our
two countries*

As I have been transferred, I am leaving for my new post within
a few days' time. I wish Mrs. Grew and your good self a happy
new year and safe voyage home.

Yours very sincerely,

The New Year's Eve buffet supper at the chancery. At 11.59 the
lights went out and everyone sang " Auld Lang Syne," When the lights
came on, Captain Gould was in the midst of the circle dressed as
Father Time; he made a little speech and " Auld Lang Syne " was sung
again, everyone holding hands. But Alice and I had left at about
10.30 and we did not wait up for the New Year. We did not feel in
a mood to wait up for anything.                                      ^

THE NEW YEAR BEGINS

January i, 1942

A bright, clear, crisp day. Went down this morning to the chancery
to wish the members of the staff a, happy New Year and to speak
to the Japanese police. Sergeant Kiyokawa and his nine officers,
who were responsible for our protection at the residence. Kiyokawa
was the officer who had been with us at the time of the February
26 Incident in 1936 and who had driven around with me for some
time thereafter. He reminded me of that time when I had given
him a silver cigarette case. Kiyokawa said that this was a war
between states and not between individuals.

The Swiss Minister came, just before going to the New Year's
reception at Court, which, I observed, would be somewhat smaller
than usual sp far as the Diplomatic Corps was concerned. Gorg6
told us that while the Japanese had accepted our proposal that the
transfer of personnel take place at Louren$o Marques, some of them
were toying with the idea of Tahiti, which would entail far shorter
Voyages. Gorg6 said he would pass the suggestion on to Washington